
A Brief Overview

All India 
Bar Examination



Q:   What is the purpose of the All India Bar Examination, and who will 

 have to appear for the examination?

 To assess an advocate’s ability to practice the profession of law

 To assess capabilities at a basic level

 To set a minimum standard for admission to the practice of law

 To assess an advocate’s analytical abilities and basic knowledge of law

A:   The All India Bar Examination will test skills and basic knowledge 

 critical for a new entrant to the practice of the  profession of law. It 

 is intended to check for eligibility, rather than expertise.

 Any law student graduating in Academic Year 2009-10 onwards 

 would have to appear for the All India Bar Examination (after 

 enrolment as an advocate) in order to practice law in India.   



Q:   What subjects will be tested in the All India Bar Examination?

   Twenty subjects from amongst those prescribed by the BCI for the 

 syllabi of three- and five-year Ll.B. programmes

   Subjects tested in bar examinations conducted in jurisdictions across 

 the world

   Category I Subjects: ‘Foundational’ in nature

   Category II Subjects: Also critical for a new entrant to the practice 

 of the profession of law

A: Category I: Alternative Dispute Resolution, Civil 
Procedure Code and Limitation Act, Constitutional Law, 
Contract Law, including Specific Relief, Special Contracts, 
and Negotiable Instruments, Criminal Law I: The Indian 
Penal Code, Criminal Procedure, Drafting, Pleading, and 
Conveyancing, Evidence, Jurisprudence, Professional 
Ethics and the Professional Code of Conduct for 
Advocates, Property Law

Category II: Administrative Law, Company Law, 
Environmental Law, Family Law, Human Rights Law, 
Labour and Industrial Law, Law of Tort, including Motor 
Vehicle Accidents, and Consumer Protection Law, 
Principles of Taxation Law, Public International Law.



Q:   What methodology will be adopted to conduct the All India Bar 

 Examination?
   Will be conducted in nine languages, and at various examination 

 centres across India;

   Application Fee of Rs.1,300/- (includes price of receiving preparatory 

 materials) 

   ‘Open-book’ format: advocates may bring preparatory materials, 

 books, handwritten notes into the examination hall

   A hundred multiple-choice questions, to be marked on OMR answer 

 sheets; Focus is on reasoning ability, rather than ability to memorise 

 large texts

   No percentage or ranks - advocates will merely pass or fail the All 

 India Bar Examination
A:  The Examination adopts a format that is aimed at ensuring that a basic 

 amount of preparation would be sufficient to clear it.



Q:   Will advocates receive any preparatory materials for the All India Bar 

 Examination?

  Advocates will receive preparatory materials in each of the subjects 

 being tested

  The preparatory materials will be provided in the language that the 

 advocate has chosen to appear for the examination

   Model question papers will be provided along with the preparatory 

 materials, as well as online

   Advocates will also receive a guide to the examination, as well as 

 answers and explanations to the model question papers

A:    Adequate preparatory materials will be provided to each advocate, so 

 as to ensure that lack of access to resources is not an impediment to 

 preparing well for the All India Bar Examination.



Q:   How will the question papers for the All India Bar Examination be 

 prepared?

   The first model papers will be mock tested at some law schools

   Results from the mock tests will be collated and analysed

   Analysis of mock test results will be presented to the Expert 

 Committee

   Final drafts of question papers will be prepared based on feedback 

 from the Expert Committee

   Final question paper will be secure and not released to any party 

A:   Question papers for the All India Bar Examinations will be created and 

 calibrated in a scientific manner, to ensure that the objectives of the 

 All India Bar Examination are met.



Q:   What is the timeline for the All India Bar Examination?

   Registration for the All India Bar Examination (forms available at all 

 State Bar Councils and online): July 15 – September 30, 2010

   Despatch of Preparatory Materials to advocates: August 16, 2010 – 

 first week of October, 2010

   Publication of list of candidates and examination centres on the BCI 

 website: November 1, 2010

   Date of the first All India Bar Examination: December 5, 2010

   Declaration of results: By December 31, 2010

A:   The timeline ensures that advocates have sufficient time to prepare 

 for the All India Bar Examination, and that the entire process is 

 completed in an efficient manner.



Thank you
We look forward to your co-operation


